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as his duchess, was in a good degree of favour with the
Queen, upon the score of some civilities and respects Her
Majesty had received from them, while she was princess.1
For some years after the Revolution, he never appeared at
court, but was looked upon as a favourer of the abdicated
family; and it was the late Earl of Rochester who first pre-
sented him to King William. However, since the time he
came into employment, which was towards the close of the
last reign, he hath been a constant zealous member of the
other party; but never failed in either attendance or respect
towards the Queen's person, or, at most, only threatened
sometimes, that he would serve no longer, while such or
such men were employed; which, as things went then, was
not reckoned any offence at all against duty or good be-
haviour. He had been much caressed and flattered by the
Lords of the Junto,2 who sometimes went so far as to give
him hopes of the crown, in reversion to his family, upon
failure of the house of Hanover. All this worked so far upon
his imagination, that he affected to appear the head of their
party, to which his talents were no way proportioned; for
they soon grew weary of his indigested schemes, and his im-
perious manner of obtruding them : they began to drop him
at their meetings, or contradicted him, with little ceremony,
when he happened to be there, which his haughty nature8
was not able to brook. Thus a mortal quarrel was kindled
between him and the whole assembly of party leaders; so
that, upon the Queen's first intentions of changing her
ministry, soon after the trial of Dr. Sacheverell, he appointed
several meetings with Mr. Harley alone, in the most private
manner, in places and at times least liable to suspicion. He
employed all his credit with the Queen to drive on the
removal of my Lord Godolphin, and the rest; and, in the
council, treated the small remainder, who continued some
time longer in their places, with all possible marks of hatred
or disdain. But when the question came for dissolving the

1  In 1692, on a difference which the princess had with King William
and his Queen, occasioned by her warm attachment to the Duchess of
Marlborough, she quitted The Cockpit, and accepted the Duke of
Somerset's offer of Sion House for a temporary residence.    [N.]

2  A cant name given to five lords of that party.    [ORIGINAL NOTE.]

3  P. Fitzgerald says "the pride of his nature."   [W. S. J.j